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PRIEFACE

Since 1914, the NAACP Legislative Report Card has served as a
presentation of key civil rights votes taken in the United States Senate and
the United States House of Representatives. The edition that follows
contains votes taken during the first session of the 112™ Congress, which
began January 5, 2011 and ended on December 23, 2011. The second
half of the 112" Congress began in mid-January, 2012. This Report Card
Is designed to provide NAACP members with insight into the general voting
patterns of their congressional representatives and state delegations over
the course of the first session of the 112" Congress.

The votes selected for inclusion in the NAACP Report Card are those
that have been considered by the full U.S. House of Representatives and
U.S. Senate. Legislation that did not progress beyond the committee level
is not included. The Report Card is updated and distributed to NAACP
members twice each Congress. A Congress is two years long; the NAACP
Legislative Report Card is issued at the end of the first year or session as a
mid-term assessment, and then at the end of the second year and may be
used as a final guide or assessment of the full two-year Congress.

We hope that you will find the enclosed information to be useful in
your efforts to educate yourself and other NAACP members about the
votes of our elected representatives on legislation of critical importance to
the African American community and other friends of civil rights.

January, 2011
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YOTE KEY

AVoted in favor of ; Voted against

NAACP position NAACP position

? — did not vote
V - seat was vacant
P - voted “present”

S - Speaker of the House

(The Speaker of the House traditionally votes
only when he is needed to break a tie
or if the issue is one that he feels is especially important)

Names in Italics are Republicans
Names in standard font are Democrats

Names in standard font followed by an (1) are Independents
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VOTE DESCRIPTION

1. ENFORCEMENT OF THE DAVIS-BACON ACT REQUIRING THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS ONLY WITH EMPLOYERS WHO PAY PREVAILING
WAGE REQUIREMENTS
S. 223, Reauthorization of the Federal Aviation Administration / Rockefeller Motion /
Senate Vote #11
Motion by Senator Jay Rockefeller (WV) to kill the amendment offered by Senator Rand
Paul (KY) to ban any funds spent under the bill to be used to administer or enforce the
prevailing wage requirements as established by the 1931 Davis Bacon law.

The Rockefeller motion to kill the Paul amendment passed, 55 yeas to 42 nays on
February 3, 2011.

The NAACP supported the Rockefeller motion to kill the Paul amendment and
urged a “yes’’ vote.

2. THE RIGHT OF TRANSPORTATION SECURITY ADMINISTRATION (TSA)
WORKERS TO ENGAGE IN COLLECTIVE BARGAINING
S. 223, Reauthorization of the Federal Aviation Administration / Wicker Amendment /
Senate Vote #17
Amendment offered by Senator Roger Wicker (MS) to bar collective bargaining by
employees of the Transportation Security Administration (TSA).
The Wicker amendment failed, 47 yeas to 51 nays, on February 15, 2011.
The NAACP opposed the Wicker amendment and urged a “no’’ vote.

3. BANNING THE EPA FROM REGULATING GREENHOUSE GAS EMMISSIONS
S. 493, Small Business Research / McConnell "Greenhouse Gas” Amendment / Senate
Vote # 54
Amendment offered by Senator Mitch McConnell (KY) to prohibit the EPA from using the
authority granted to it by the Clean Air Act of 1972 to regulate greenhouse gas
emissions and it would amend the Clean Air Act to strike specific elements from the
definition of “air pollutant”.
The McConnell amendment failed, 50 yeas to 50 nays, on April 6, 2011
The NAACP opposed the McConnell amendment and urged a “no” vote.

4. REPEALING FUNDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF HEALTH CARE REFORM
H. Con. Res. 35, Supplemental to the Fiscal Year 2011 Budget / Final Passage / Senate
Vote #59
Passage of a resolution to strike all funding for the implementation of the NAACP-
supported 2010 Health Care Reform Act from the fiscal year 2011 budget.
H. Con. Res. 35 failed, 47 yeas to 53 nays, on April 14, 2011.
The NAACP opposed H. Con. Res. 35 and urged a “no” vote.
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5. BANNING ALL FEDERAL FUNDING FOR HEALTH CARE SERVICES PROVIDED BY
PLANNED PARENTHOOD
H. Con. Res. 36, Supplemental to the Fiscal Year 2011 Budget / Final Passage / Senate
Vote #60
Passage of a resolution to strike federal funding for all health care services provided by
any Planned Parenthood affiliate in the U.S.
H. Con. Res. 36 failed, 42 yeas to 58 nays on April 14, 2011.
The NAACP opposed H. Con. Res. 36 and urged a “no” vote.

6. CHEN JUDICIAL CONFIRMATION
Nomination of Edward Milton Chen to be a Judge for the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of California / Senate Vote #68
Confirmation of President Obama’s nomination of Edward Milton Chen to be a judge for
the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California. He will become the first
Asian Pacific American federal judge to sit in San Francisco and the first Chinese
American judge in the Northern District.
Judge Chen was confirmed, 56 yeas to 42 nays, on May 10, 2011.
The NAACP supported the confirmation of Judge Chen and urged a “yes” vote.

7. LIU JUDICIAL NOMINATION / CLOTURE
Nomination of Goodwin Liu to be a Judge for the 9" District Court of Appeals / Motion to
Invoke Cloture / Senate Vote #74
Vote on whether to invoke “cloture”, and thus end debate and move forward with the
final vote, on the confirmation of President Obama’s nomination of Goodwin Liu to be a
judge for the 9" U.S. District Court of Appeals.
Cloture failed, 52 yeas to 43 nays, on May 19, 2011 (three-fifths of the entire Senate, or
60 yeas, is required to invoke cloture).
The NAACP supported cloture on the Liu nomination and supported the
confirmation and urged “yes” votes.

8. MEAN-SPIRITED, DRACONIAN BUDGET RESOLUTION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012
H. Con. Res. 34, Federal Budget for Fiscal Year 2012 / Final Passage / Senate Vote #77
Adoption of the budget blueprint for fiscal year 2012 which dramatically cut spending,
eviscerates Medicaid and Medicare for persons younger than 55. It would make
permanent and expand the tax breaks for the wealthiest Americans and corporations.

H. Con. Res. 34 failed, 40 yeas to 57 nays, on May 25, 2011.
The NAACP opposed H. Con. Res. 34 and urged a “no” vote.

9. JOB CREATION
S. 1660, “American Jobs Act of 2011”/ Cloture / Senate Vote #160
Motion to invoke cloture, and thus end debate, on the bill to provide $245 Billion in tax
incentives and more than $100 Billion in new infrastructure and state aid for job creation.
The spending would be offset by a 5.6% increase on tax rates for the wealthiest
Americans.
The motion to invoke cloture failed, 50 yeas to 49 nays, on October 11, 2011 (three-fifths
of the entire Senate, or 60 yeas, is required to invoke cloture).
The NAACP supported cloture and final passage and urged a “yes” vote.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

NATIONAL BLUE RIBBON COMMISSION TO REVIEW AMERICA’S CRIMINAL
JUSTICE SYSTEM

H.R. 2112, Department of Justice Funding for Fiscal Year 2012 / Webb “Criminal Justice
Commission Amendment”/ Senate Vote #173

Amendment offered by Senator Jim Webb (VA) to create a national commission with an
18-month timeline to examine and review the myriad of problems that exist in our current
criminal justice system including racial and ethnic minority disparities. In doing so, the
commission would also be charged with looking at how we have arrived at this
convoluted mess, how many of our problems are interrelated and often feed off of one
another, and how we can correct a system that is badly in need of a new course.

The Webb amendment failed, 57 yeas to 43 nays on October 20, 2012 (under the rules
agreed to for consideration of the amendment, three-fifths of the entire Senate, or 60
yeas, would be required for passage).

The NAACP supported the Webb amendment and urged a “yes” vote.

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE JOB CREATION

S. 1723, “Teachers and First Responders Back to Work Act of 2011”/ Motion to Invoke
Cloture / Senate Vote #177

Motion to invoke cloture, and thus end debate and move onto final consideration, of a bill
to provide $35 billion to states and local government so they can retain or hire new
teachers or public safety workers. The spending would be offset by a 0.5% surtax on
incomes exceeding $1 million.

The motion to invoke cloture failed, 50 yeas to 50 nays, on October 20, 2011 (three-fifths
of the entire Senate, or 60 yeas, is required to invoke cloture).

The NAACP supported cloture and final passage and urged a “yes” vote.

TRANSPORTATION JOB CREATION

S. 1769, “Rebuild America Jobs Act”/ Motion to Invoke Cloture / Senate Vote #195
Motion to invoke cloture, and thus end debate and move onto final consideration, on a
bill to provide $50 billion for immediate infrastructure projects and to establish a National
Infrastructure Bank. The spending would be offset by a 0.7% surtax on incomes
exceeding $1 million.

The motion to invoke cloture failed, 51 yeas to 49 nays, on November 3, 2011 (three-
fifths of the entire Senate, or 60 yeas, is required to invoke cloture).

The NAACP supported cloture and final passage and urged a “yes” vote.

LIMIT THE EPA’S ABILITY TO REGULATE CROSS-STATE AIR POLLUTION
S.J.Res. 27, Limiting the EPA’s Ability to Regulate Cross-State Air Pollution Under the
Clean Air Act / Motion to proceed / Senate Vote #201
Motion by Senator Mitch McConnell (KY) to proceed with a joint resolution which would
nullify an EPA rule which allows it to regulate cross-state air pollution under the Clean
Air Act.

The McConnell motion was rejected, 41 yeas to 56 nays, on November 10 2011
The NAACP opposed the McConnell motion and urged a “no” vote.
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14.

15.

RICHARD CORDRAY TO BE CONFIRMED AS DIRECTOR OF THE CONSUMER
FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU

Richard Cordray Nomination to serve as Director of the Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau / Cloture / Senate Vote #223

Motion to invoke cloture, and thus limit debate and move forward with a final vote on the
confirmation of Richard Cordray, President Obama’s nominee to serve as the Director of
the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau.

Cloture failed, 53 yeas to 45 nays, on December 8, 2011 (three-fifths of the entire
Senate, or 60 yeas, is required to invoke cloture).

The NAACP supported cloture on the Cordray nomination and supported the
confirmation and urged “yes” votes.

BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT

S.J.Res. 10, “Proposing a Balanced Budget Amendment to the Constitution of the United
States”/ Final passage / Senate Vote #229

Passage of a proposed Constitutional amendment which would require a balanced
federal budget beginning five years after ratification. The proposal also called for any
tax increases to be agreed to by two-thirds of both the House and Senate.

S. J. Res. 10 failed, 47 yeas to 53 nays on December 14, 2011 (any proposed
amendment to the U.S. Constitution must pass both the House and the Senate by a two-
thirds majority of those present, or 60 in this case, before it is sent to the states for
ratification).

The NAACP opposed S.J.Res. 10 and urged a “no” vote.
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1.

VOTE DESCRIPTION

HEALTH CARE REFORM REPEAL

H.R. 2, “Repealing the Job-Killing Health Care Law Act”/ Final Passage / House Vote
#14

Final passage of the bill to completely repeal the 2010 NAACP-supported Health Care
reform law. It is estimated that the 2010 Health Care Reform law, once fully
implemented, will extend health care coverage to over 32 million Americans who are
currently uninsured.

H.R. 2 passed, 245 yeas to 189 nays, on January 19, 2011.

The NAACP opposed H.R. 2 and urged a “no” vote.

AUTHORIZING PRIVATE SCHOOL VOUCHERS

H.R. 471, “Scholarships for Opportunity and Results Act”/ Final Passage / House Vote
#204

Final passage of a bill expanding the program to provide federally funded school
vouchers to a few students living in Washington D.C. so that they can attend private
schools.

H.R. 471 passed, 225 yeas to 195 nays, on March 30, 2011.

The NAACP opposed H.R. 471 and urged a “no” vote.

BANNING THE EPA FROM REGULATING GREENHOUSE GAS EMMISSIONS
H.R. 910, “Energy Tax Prevention Act of 2011”/ Final Passage / House Vote #249
Final passage of a bill to prohibit the EPA from using the authority granted to it by the
Clean Air Act of 1972 to regulate greenhouse gas emissions and it would amend the
Clean Air Act to strike specific elements from the definition of “air pollutant”.

H.R. 910 passed, 255 yeas to 172 nays, on April 17, 2011.

The NAACP opposed H.R. 910 and urged a “no” vote.

REPEALING THE PREVENTION AND PUBLIC HEALTH FUND AS ESTABLISHED
BY THE 2010 HEALTH CARE REFORM ACT

H.R. 1217, “To Repeal the Prevention and Public Health Fund”/ Final passage / House
Vote #264

Final passage of a bill to eliminate the Prevention and Public Health Fund, which was
established in the NAACP-supported 2010 health care reform law and has already
proven itself to be crucial in financing confirmed and effective public health and wellness
programs throughout the country.

H.R. 1217 passed, 236 yeas to 183 nays, on April 13, 2011.

The NAACP opposed H.R. 1217 and urged a “no” vote.

REPEALING FUNDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF HEALTH CARE REFORM

H. Con. Res. 35, Supplemental to the Fiscal Year 2011 Budget / Final Passage / House
Vote #270

Passage of a resolution to strike all funding for the implementation of the NAACP-
supported 2010 Health Care Reform Act from the fiscal year 2011 budget.

H. Con. Res. 35 passed, 240 yeas to 185 nays, on April 14, 2011.

The NAACP opposed H. Con. Res. 35 and urged a “no” vote.
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6. BANNING ALL FEDERAL FUNDING FOR HEALTH CARE SERVICES PROVIDED BY
PLANNED PARENTHOOD
H. Con. Res. 36, Supplemental to the Fiscal Year 2011 Budget / Final Passage / House
Vote #271
Passage of a resolution to strike federal funding for all health care services provided by
any Planned Parenthood affiliate in the U.S.
H. Con. Res. 36 passed 241 yeas to 185 nays, on April 14, 2011.
The NAACP opposed H. Con. Res. 36 and urged a “no” vote.

7. CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS (CBC) BUDGET RESOLUTION
H. Con. Res. 34, Federal Budget for Fiscal Year 2012 / CBC Substitute / House Vote
#273
Adoption of the budget blueprint as proposed by the CBC, which enhances many of the
most necessary services for racial and ethnic minorities as well as low-and moderate-
income Americans. Specifically, the CBC proposal would repeal the 2001 and 2003 tax
cuts on the top 1% of U.S. households and provide additional funding for health care,
education, veterans, job training and transportation.
The CBC Budget proposal failed, 103 yeas to 303 nays, April 15, 2011
The NAACP supported the CBC budget and urged a “yes” vote.

8. MEAN-SPIRITED, DRACONIAN BUDGET RESOLUTION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012
H. Con. Res. 34, Federal Budget for Fiscal Year 2012 / Final Passage / House Vote
#277
Adoption of the budget blueprint for fiscal year 2012 which dramatically cut spending,
eviscerates Medicaid and Medicare for persons younger than 55. It would make
permanent and expand the tax breaks for the wealthiest Americans and corporations.
H. Con. Res. 34 passed, 235 yeas to 193 nays, on April 15, 2011.

The NAACP opposed H. Con. Res. 34 and urged a “no” vote.

9. REPEALING FUNDING FOR THE STATE HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGES AS
ESTABLISHED BY THE 2010 HEALTH CARE REFORM ACT
H.R. 1213, “To Repeal Mandatory Funding Provided to States in the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act to Establish American Health Benefit Exchanges / Final
Passage / House Vote #285
Passage of a bill to eliminate State Insurance Exchange Programs, which were
established in the 2010 NAACP-supported Health Care Reform law and are integral to
expanding the number of Americans with health insurance. Specifically, they are
intended to serve as a market place for consumers to purchase health insurance at a
reasonable rate with sufficient coverage.
H.R. 1213 passed, 238 yeas to 183 nays, on May 3, 2011
The NAACP opposed H.R. 1213 and urged a “no” vote.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

REPEALING FUNDING FOR SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS AS
ESTABLISHED BY THE 2010 HEALTH CARE REFORM ACT

H.R. 1214, “To Repeal Mandatory Funding for School-Based Health Center
Construction”/ Final Passage / House Vote #290

Final passage of a bill to terminate the School-Based Health Centers program, which
was enacted in the 2010 NAACP-supported Health Care Reform law. School-based
health centers are located on school grounds in public schools and are designed to
serve all students with a focus on the uninsured and underserved. Currently, roughly
70% of students using SBHCs are racial or ethnic minorities.

H.R. 1214 passed, 235 yeas to 191 nays, on May 4, 2011.

The NAACP opposed H.R. 1213 and urged a “no” vote.

SUPPORTING THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE’S SMALL BUSINESS OUTREACH
PROGRAM WHICH BENEFITS WOMEN AND SOCIALLY AND ECONOMICALLY
DISADVANTAGED INDIVIDUALS

H.R. 1540, Department of Defense Authorization for Fiscal Year 2012 / Jackson Lee
Amendment / House Vote #351

Amendment offered by Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee (TX) to prevent any
contractors from taking on Department of Defense functions performed by civilian
employees until there has been an outreach program to benefit small business concerns
owned and controlled by women and socially and economically disadvantaged
individuals located near the base.

The Jackson Lee amendment failed, 191 yeas to 232 nays, on May 25, 2011.

The NAACP supported the Jackson Lee amendment and urged a “yes” vote.

PROJECT LABOR AGREEMENTS

H.R. 2017, Homeland Security Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2012 / Scalise “Project
Labor Agreements” Amendment / House Vote #396

Amendment offered by Congressman Steve Scalise (LA) to bar the implementation of
any project labor agreements on projects funded by the bill. A “Project Labor
Agreement” is a collective bargaining agreement between the federal government and
one or more labor organizations that establishes the terms and conditions of
employment for a specific construction project.

The Scalise amendment failed, 207 yeas to 213 nays, on June 2, 2011.

The NAACP opposed the Scalise amendment and urged a “no” vote.

THE RIGHT OF TRANSPORTATION SECURITY ADMINISTRATION (TSA)
WORKERS TO ENGAGE IN COLLECTIVE BARGAINING

H.R. 2017, Homeland Security Appropriations for Fiscal Year 2012 / Rokita “TSA”
Amendment / House Vote #403

Amendment offered by Congressman Todd Rokita (IN) to bar collective bargaining by
employees of the Transportation Security Administration (TSA).

The Rokita amendment passed, 218 yeas to 205 nays, on June 2, 2011.

The NAACP opposed the Rokita amendment and urged a “no” vote.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Collective_bargaining
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_union
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14.

15.

16.

17.

FUNDING FOR THE WOMEN, INFANTS AND CHILDREN (WIC) PROGRAM

H.R. 2212, Appropriations for the U.S. Department of Agriculture for Fiscal Year 2012 /
Broun “WIC” Amendment / House Vote #430

Amendment offered by Congressman Paul Broun (GA) to reduce funding for the Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Woman, Infants and Children (WIC) by an additional
$604 million.

The Broun amendment failed, 64 yeas to 360 nays, on June 15, 2011.

The NAACP opposed the Broun amendment and urged a “no” vote.

PAYMENTS FOR THE PIGFORD Il RACIAL DISCRIMINATION LAWSUIT
SETTLEMENT BETWEEN THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND
AFRICAN AMERICAN FARMERS

H.R. 2212, Appropriations for the U.S. Department of Agriculture for Fiscal Year 2012 /
King “Pigford Il Amendment”/ House vote # 444

Amendment offered by Congressman Steve King (IA) to stop all payments under the
Pigford Il racial discrimination lawsuit between the U.S. Department of Agriculture and
African American farmers.

The King amendment failed, 155 yeas to 262 nays on June 16, 2011.

The NAACP opposed the King amendment and urged a “no’’ vote.

TERMINATING THE U.S. ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION

H.R. 672, “Election Support Consolidation and Efficiency Act”/ Final Passage / House
Vote #466

Final passage of a bill to terminate the NAACP-supported Election Assistance
Commission, a bipartisan commission which was established by the 2002 Help America
Vote Act to act as a clearinghouse of information and as a resource to state and local
election officials who want to employ the most current technology and best practices
when overseeing elections. The Election Assistance Commission also oversees voting-
system testing and certification. Through research, grant-making and the development
of voting guidelines, the Election Assistance Commission is helping many groups which
had heretofore been disenfranchised gain their Constitutional right to vote.

H.R. 672 failed, 235 yeas to 187 nays, on June 22, 2011 (although the bill did receive a
majority of “yea” votes, it did not get the 2/3 vote necessary under the rules of the House
under which this particular bill was brought up to pass it onto the Senate).

The NAACP opposed H.R. 672 and urged a “no” vote.

ENFORCEMENT OF THE DAVIS-BACON ACT REQUIRING THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS ONLY WITH EMPLOYERS WHO PAY PREVAILING
WAGE REQUIREMENTS

H.R. 2354, Making Appropriations for the Department of Energy and Related Water
Projects for Fiscal Year 2012 / Gosar Amendment / House Vote #585

Amendment offered by Congressman Paul R. Gosar (AZ) to ban any funds spent under
the bill to be used to administer or enforce the prevailing wage requirements as
established by the 1931 Davis Bacon law.

The Gosar amendment failed, 183 yeas to 238 nays, on July 15, 2011.

The NAACP opposed the Gosar amendment and urged a “no” vote.
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18.

19.

20.

STRIPPING THE NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD OF ITS POWER

H.R. 2587, “Protecting Jobs from Government Interference Act” | Final Passage / House
Vote #711

Final passage of a bill which would eliminate the only meaningful remedy currently
available to the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) when it determines a company
is in violation of the law by closing or relocating a facility to retaliate against workers.
H.R. 2587 passed, 238 yeas to 186 nays, on September 15, 2011.

The NAACP opposed H.R. 2587 and urged a “no”’ vote.

DEATHS IN CUSTODY REPORTING

H.R. 2189, “Death in Custody Reporting Act of 2011”/ Final Passage / House Vote #713
Passage of a bill to require states to provide standardized reports to the U.S. Attorney
General on deaths while in custody. The bill would also require the Attorney General to
report on deaths while in federal custody.

H.R. 2189 passed, 398 yeas to 18 nays, on September 20, 2011.

The NAACP supported H.R. 2189 and urged a “yea” vote.

BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT

H.J. Res. 2, “Proposing a Balanced Budget Amendment to the Constitution of the United
States”/ Final Passage / House Vote #3858

Passage of a proposed Constitutional amendment which would require a balanced
federal budget beginning in 2013.

H. J. Res. 2 failed, 261 yeas to 165 nays, on November 18, 2011 (any proposed
amendment to the U.S. Constitution must pass both the House and the Senate by a two-
thirds majority of those present, or 284 in this case, before it is sent to the states for
ratification).

The NAACP opposed H.J.Res. 2 and urged a “no” vote.
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NAACP LEGISLATIVE REPORT CARD

112™ Congress, First Session

January 5, 2011 — December 23, 2011
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